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Cooperation between schools, faculty and museum - activities at The Museum of Prostejov.

One of the main goals which contemporary museums face is how to incorporate them into the educational system. The Czech museums have to realize that until now they have not been looked upon – neither from the outside nor from their own point of view as institutions of education. Therefore, we have focused on possible ways of cooperation between museums on one side and schools on the other (starting on the pre-school level and stretching as far as the tertiary education).

The Open Society Fund Prague programme called “ Museum Gates Open” was in the years 1997 – 2002 trying to establish ways in which regional and city museums can further broaden their activities. Its aim was to find a model of operating in two main areas: enhancing the educational role of the museum and creating a link between the institution, i.e. the museum and general public. One of the priorities of the programme has become creation of a functioning cooperation and four key areas have been established:

· education through art

· educational programmes focusing on history

· learning through displayed objects

· community learning.

Forty museum employees took part in the programme in the Czech Republic. A number of seminars and workshops took place, 250 projects were written and nine methodology centres were established which carry on working now.

In October 1999 a training unit was opened in the Prostejov Museum which started cooperating with a wide range of schools. The main interest lies in customs and traditions of the Hana region. In the year 2000 it provided basic school pupils with a programme on Christmas traditions, beliefs and customs in the region. In the following spring there was another event, this time focusing on Easter (decorating Easter eggs).
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In 2002 and 2003 “Spring in Hana” exhibitions followed.
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In 2003 the town of Prostejov realized a grant “On the way to the Museum” which helped to produce worksheets and methodology sheets about the town for primary schools. In the first phase the pupils got to know the sights of the town and its surroundings, in the second phase the museum was working on producing the actual sheets. These materials were used both by the teachers and the pupils throughout the school year and each sheet corresponded with a first-hand experience on the spot. The pupils could demonstrate what they had learned in a competition at the end of the school year.
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Since 2003 the Pedagogic Faculty of Palacky University in Olomouc started to cooperate with the Museum and took an active part in workshops for the in-service teachers. The quality of the programme was acknowledged by the Ministry of Education, since it approved of this methodology to be used in the school curriculum.

